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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Human Rights Violation
Experience of North Korean defectors

Women

Bae Sung Hee

Department of Social Welfare
The Graduate School
Seoul Christian School

Supervised by professor KIM, Hyoung—Tae

This study investigated the human rights violation-related
experiences of North Korean refugee women in China and South
Korea, and the impact of human rights violation-related experiences
in China and South Korea on social settlement. As a result of
comparative analysis of interviews with study participants,

‘experiences related to human rights violations experienced by North
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Korean refugee women in China’, ‘Experiences related to human
rights violations experienced by North Korean refugee women in
South Korea’, ‘Psychological and Emotional Factors in the Settlement
Process of North Korean Refugee Women in South Korea' It was
organized into 3 components, 7 categories, and 19 subcategories. First,
the experiences related to human rights violations experienced by
North Korean refugee women in China were divided into 3 categories
and 10 subcategories. The study participants found that North Korean
women were suffering from hardships of living as North Korea's
economic hardship reached a high level from the mid-1990s. I am
deceived by the saying that if I go to China, I can prepare a
business and come back, but I go to China, but I have no choice in a
foreign country that does not speak a word. Through the introduction
of brokers, they experience human rights violations such as forced
marriages through human trafficking. Second, the experiences related
to human rights violations experienced by North Korean refugee
women in South Korea were organized into one category and three
subcategories. North Korean refugee women were exposed to other
types of discrimination and human rights violations in South Korea
as well as discrimination in China. Although the South Korean
government recognized North Korean defectors as South Korean
citizens and gave them nationality, North Korean defectors are aware
that they are treated as foreigners or strangers. Third, the
psychological and emotional factors of North Korean refugee women'’s
settlement process in South Korea consisted of three categories and

six subcategories. It can be seen that discrimination and prejudice
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against North Korean refugee women differ depending on the region.
In addition, the psychological and emotional characteristics of the
participants overcome discrimination and prejudice depending on what
thoughts and minds the participants have, but other participants find
that a word inadvertently thrown by South Koreans in work and
daily life remains more hurtful than a weapon. Fourth, the influence
of North Korean refugee women’s experiences related to human
rights violations in China and South Korea was examined. The study
participants said that although they experienced more outrageous
human rights violations in China, they did not remain hurt because
the language did not work, but in Korea, they believed that they
were a Korean people who could communicate in the same language,
but were excluded by national ideology and treated as foreigners. As
a result of the study, in order to overcome the social discrimination
and prejudice that arise from the ignorance of ignorant people who
look at North Korean defectors, there are people who hide and wither
away, In order to overcome discrimination and prejudice, I am
working tirelessly, realizing that the way to settle quickly is to
awaken myself more, lower the standard of happiness, and understand
Korean society quickly. South Koreans’ understanding, interest and
encouragement of North Korean defectors who are settling in South
Korea will be reborn as a true South Korea by giving them a sense

of psychological and emotional stability.
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Key words : North Korean defector woman, violation of human
rights, Social discrimination and prejudice, mind and
emotions, pain in the heart, Exclusion, ethnic ideology,

Discriminatory treatment
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